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HSA FIELD NOTES 

When Opportunity Is the Intervention 
A conversation about access, responsibility, and what can happen when the 
right door opens 

For people who care about helping others move forward - without making themselves the center of the story. 

 

Sometimes the need in front of us is not a thing. It is a door. 
And sometimes opening that door changes more than giving something ever could. 

 
 

We have learned to appreciate immediate help. Sometimes people truly need food, school 
supplies, health care, transportation, or a little breathing room today. 

But we have also learned to notice another kind of need - the person who is ready, capable, and 
willing, but standing on the wrong side of access. 
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HSA FIELD NOTES  |  OPPORTUNITY 

 

WHAT WE BEGAN TO NOTICE 

Talent is often not the missing piece. 
People everywhere have ideas, discipline, faith, creativity, and the desire to move forward. The 
problem is not always a lack of potential. 

Sometimes the missing piece is much more practical. 

A computer. A connection. A referral. A mentor. Training. A room where someone is finally invited to 
contribute. A first chance to carry real responsibility. 

 

Maybe you have seen this too. 

Someone has been called “unprepared” when what they really lacked was access to the 
place where preparation could happen. Someone has been called “unmotivated” when 
they have never been given a real opportunity to try. 

 
 
That changes the way we think about helping. 

 

What if the intervention isn't doing more for someone,  
but making room for them to do more themselves? 

 
 

Opportunity does not guarantee an outcome. But without access, ability can remain invisible for a 
very long time. 
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HSA FIELD NOTES  |  OPPORTUNITY 

 

WHAT OPPORTUNITY CAN REVEAL 

Sometimes people need a first yes. 
A particular kind of confidence grows when someone is trusted with something real. 

Not a practice assignment. Not a symbolic role. Something that matters. 

A young person leads a group for the first time. A graduate is trusted with a project. Someone who 
has always helped is invited to make a decision. A creative person is paid for work instead of being 
asked to volunteer again. 

 

Think about your own story. 

Many of us can point to a person who saw something in us before we had enough evidence 
to see it in ourselves. They gave us a chance, opened a door, made an introduction, or 
trusted us with more than we thought we could carry. 

 
That opportunity did not do the work for us. 

It gave us somewhere to do the work. 

 

Opportunity can reveal capacity that was already there. 
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HSA FIELD NOTES  |  OPPORTUNITY 

 

THE DIFFERENCE 

Opening a door is not the same as carrying someone through 
it. 
This distinction matters because opportunity can become another form of rescue if we are not 
careful. 

Healthy opportunities still leave room for effort. Preparation. Accountability. Learning. Failure. 
Trying again. 

The goal is not to remove every obstacle from a person’s path. Sometimes growth happens 
because someone is trusted with something difficult and discovers they can do it. 

 

A simple example. 

Two people receive the same training. One is then trusted with responsibility, feedback, 
and the chance to practice. The other finishes the training and returns to the same closed 
doors. The certificate may be identical. The opportunity is not. 

 
 
That is why access and development belong together. 

 

Open the door. Do not take away the person’s responsibility to walk through it. 
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HSA FIELD NOTES  |  OPPORTUNITY 

 

BEYOND EMPLOYMENT 

Opportunity comes in more forms than we think. 
When we hear the word opportunity, we often think of a job. Employment matters. But opportunity 
is larger than employment. 

It can look like being invited into a room where decisions are made. 

Being introduced to someone who can teach you something. Having access to technology. Being 
trusted to lead. Receiving honest feedback. Being given space to create. Getting a first customer. 
Being asked, “What do you think?” - and realizing the question is sincere. 

 

Sometimes the opportunity is small. 

A single introduction may not look transformational from the outside. Neither does one 
paid assignment, one presentation, one class, or one invitation to lead. But small openings 
can change the way a person sees what is possible next. 

 
 
That is one reason we do not dismiss small beginnings. 

 

A door does not have to be large to lead somewhere new. 
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RESPONSIBILITY 

Opportunity works best when it comes with something to 
carry. 
Some versions of helping expect very little from the person being helped. It may feel kind, but over 
time it can communicate something we never meant to say: we do not believe you can carry much. 

Real opportunity says something different. 

We see you. We believe there is something here. We are willing to make room. And we also believe 
you can show up, learn, contribute, and grow. 

 

Support and expectation can live together. 

A mentor can encourage and still expect preparation. A scholarship can remove a financial 
barrier while the student continues to study. A first job can come with grace while still 
requiring reliability. Dignity is not lowered by responsibility. Often, it is strengthened by it. 

 
 

Sometimes believing in someone means trusting them with more. 

 
That kind of trust can shape how leaders are formed. 
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A FAITH LENS 

Do good when the opportunity is in front of you. 
Scripture gives us a simple phrase that has stayed with us: 

 

“As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people.” - Galatians 6:10 
Opportunity itself can become part of the good we can do. 

 
 

That does not mean saying yes to every request or trying to create every opportunity ourselves. 

It means learning to notice the doors we can actually open. 

Maybe you have access to a company. A university. A church. A professional network. A training 
program. A customer. A room someone else has never been able to enter. 

What feels ordinary to you may be uncommon access to someone else. 

 

A question worth sitting with. 

What is already in my hands that could become an opportunity in someone else’s life? 
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WHAT WE KEEP LEARNING 

Opportunity is not the finish line. 
Opening a door is meaningful. But the story continues after the door opens. 

People still need room to practice, make mistakes, receive feedback, build confidence, and grow 
into what they have been trusted to carry. 

That is why we think about opportunity as a pathway, not a moment. 

A skill may lead to work. Work may build confidence. Confidence may grow into leadership. 
Leadership may create another opportunity for someone else. 

 

The strongest opportunities do not end with one person. They begin to multiply. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If your church, school, nonprofit, company, or team is thinking about how to move from meeting 
needs to creating meaningful pathways to opportunity, Hope Springs Africa would be glad to 
continue the conversation. 

 

Hope Springs Africa 
Speaking & Resources  |  Leadership with Love™ 

What is one thing you want to carry forward from this Field Note? 
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